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Everybody’s Talking!
Ice cream paradise: In Cuba, both tourists and locals can indulge in 
ice cream to their hearts’ content, and for very little cost, when they visit 
Parque Coppelia in Havana. Also known as la catedral de helado (the 
ice cream cathedral), this venue serves an astounding 30,000 ice cream 
lovers per day. At any one time, there could be 600 people of all ages 
clamouring for a serving of the sweet treat. The world’s largest ice cream 
pavilion, Parque Coppelia is so big that it takes up a whole city block. For 
Cubans, going to this place is a tradition. People have been eating ice 
cream there since it was built in 1966. 
Runway ruckus: Flight delays most often are caused by weather or 
mechanical problems. But at New Zealand’s Wellington International 
Airport, neither of those scenarios was the reason an Air Chathams flight 
couldn’t take off as planned. The delay was because airport staff members 
were scrambling to get a baby penguin off the runway. The six-week-old 
fledgling kororā, a blue penguin, must have taken a wrong turn some-
where and ended up on the tarmac. The little guy obviously couldn’t fly 
away. The bird was taken to Wellington Zoo, where veterinarians said it 
was thin and underweight, but otherwise in good health. They planned 
to take care of the baby until its feathers became waterproof. 
Tough read: Anyone who has participated in a book club knows that, 
at each meeting, members discuss a different book. Not so for a book club 
in Los Angeles. Members of this club met for 28 years to discuss, page by 
page, Finnegans Wake by James Joyce. Gerry Fialka started the club in 
1995. Because the author uses many languages, and even creates 
words, deciphering the meaning of the book took a long time. The book 
can be so confusing that many readers can’t keep the characters straight, 
or know exactly where a scene is set. Members of Fialka’s club have come 
and gone, but some original readers are still involved. 
Banana predicament: An unnamed Japanese man just wanted to 
provide some greenery in an urban area. Without per-mission from 
authorities, he planted three banana trees on the median boulevard of a 
busy street in Kurume City, Fukuoka Prefecture. Then, for two years, he 
tended those trees, carefully watering them and watching them grow. No 
one told him to stop during that whole time. Finally, drivers started to 
complain that the trees affected visibility. City authorities showed up at the 
site and told him to remove his beloved vegetation. Fortunately, friends of 
the man agreed to take the trees to their homes and continue to take care 
of them. 

Quoteable Quotes 
“The only journey is the one within.”     — Rainer Maria Rilke 
“Don’t fear failure. Not failure, but low aim, is the crime.” 

— Bruce Lee 
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Trivia 
1. The Guinness Book of Records co-founders were surnamed 

Guinness, McWhirter, or Mulvaney? 
2. Captain Von Trapp in the film The Sound of Music had how many 

children? 
3. The disease scurvy is caused by a deficiency of vitamin B, C, or D? 
4. Vanilla is almost always used in the manufacture of chocolate—T/F? 
5. Queen Marie Antoinette was married to Louis XIV, XV, or XVI?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Morning With Mr. Bunny – Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m. to noon. Spring is in the air! 
Bring the family out to Carl Barton Jr. Park Softball Complex from 10am-noon for this 
FREE family event. The egg hunts begin at 10:15 a.m. and children 18 months to 10 
years are invited to participate in a variety of activities such as bounce houses, face paint-
ing, giant bubble fun, and of course Mr. Bunny! Don’t forget your Easter basket! Contact 
the C.K. Ray Recreation Center at 936-522-3900 or online at cityofconroe.org for info. 
 
Texas Thyme Unit Herb Festival - Saturday, March 23, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The Texas 
Thyme Unit will be on the Wynne Home grounds, 1428 11th St., Huntsville, to sell herbs 
and plants. A fun time for all with music, children's activities and vendors. 
 
TOGETHER! A Tapestry Of Women - Saturday, March 23, 1  to 3 p.m. Three dis-
tinguished women will speak at an event presented by the League of Women Voters of 
Montgomery County. Located at Sam Houston State University — The Woodlands 
Center, 3380 College Park Drive (Fourth Floor), The Woodlands. The event is free, but 
tickets are required. To reserve a seat, email lwvmontgomerycounty@gmail.com. There 
will be door prizes and light refreshments. Founded more than 100 years ago, the League 
of Women Voters is one of America’s oldest and most trusted civic nonprofit organiza-
tions. It does not support or oppose any political party or any candidate; instead, the 
League is a nonpartisan, grassroots civic organization that encourages informed and 
active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public pol-
icy issues and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is 
open to anyone age 16 and older. To find out more about the League in Montgomery 
County, go to lwvtexas.org/montgomery or email lwvmontgomerycounty@gmail.com. 
 
Huntsville Book Club Review - The club will meet Monday, March 25 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Huntsville Public Library, 1219 13th St. Kathleen Cunningham will discuss "Betty 
White, Here We Go Again & The Life (& wife) of Allen Ludden,” by Adam Nedeff. New 
members are always welcome!  
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